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one staff for each father’s house, from all their leaders according to their fathers’ house,
twelve staffs; each man's name shall you inscribe on his staff. '8 And the name of Aaron XN ’ =
shall you inscribe on the staff of Levi, for there shall be one staff for the head of their fathers’ 23& R ey — And a’gl“’"_f_if] 1 "Pe”ed}'] A}";f“dls b'°zs°"‘
; ) : ' to maturity rapidly. wth of t
house. 1 You shall lay them in the Tent of Meeting before the Testimony, where | meet with you. Zr;rf,ff;wst;’f}":y‘,’;{,ﬁ.ﬁgé t)(,, th: g:,me ‘t’hatea?,;?f; ‘s,,ﬁﬁ

20 |t shall be that the man whom [ shall choose — his staff will blossom; thus [ shall cause to g moves agalnst Aaron’s status as Kohen Gadol for, accord-
subside from upon Me the complaints of the Children of Israel, which they complain against

ing to Ramban, the status of Levi] would be punished swiftly
(Rashi).

you. Just as almonds grow rapidly, so the tribe of Levi
21 Moses spoke to the Children of Israel, and all their leaders gave him a staff for each leader, f_’?r"e;)%d with alacrity, zeal, and vigorous devotion (R’

~. @ staff for each leader, accordin i - : ! Re
- ff f : l % o) d{ g to'thetr fathers’ house, tufelue staffs; and Aaron's staff was /25, e — As 4 eafekeeping, Thesstaff remalied in
among their staffs. 22 Moses laid their staffs before HASHEM in the Tent of the Testimony. 23 On bloom for centuries. It was placed in front of the Holy Ark
the next day, Moses came to the Tent of the Testimony and behold! the staff of Aaron of the through most of the First Temple era, together with a flask

house of Levi had blossomed;-it brought forth a blossom, sprouted a bud and almonds
ripened. 2* Moses brought out all the staffs from before HASHEM to all the Children of Israel; they

saw and they took, each man his staff.
25 HASHEM said to Moses: “Bring back the staff of Aaron before the Testimony as a safekeep- T W o

ing, as a sign for rebellious ones; let their complaints cease from Me that they not die.” 26 Moses /\ o ;'[
did as HASHEM had commanded him, so he did.
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FTER BNEI YISRAEL CHALLENGED AHARON S POSITION
as Kohen Gadol, Hashem instructed them to make a final

of manna (Exodus 16:33-34), until they were all hidden by
; King Josiah (Yoma 52b).
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and for all. The leader of each tribe placed his staff in the Mishkan, nv'rvu S 19 MR SR 95 01Yh PN pen” 1) INR HaR DR NON

with Aharon’s staif among them, representing the tribe of Levi. A

miracle then occurred, in which Aharon’s staff sprouted flowers
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and almonds, signifying that he and his tribe had been chosen by
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Hashem.
The Rashbam notes two aspects of this miracle. First, it was
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mjraculous that a stick of dry wood suddenly sprouted flowers '719: D1 ,DTPY 0N PR TN N2 03 DPYN MNP 01T IYHwa 93

and almonds. Second, the flower usually falls off as the fruit or /0 PN RN IR JROR 15N nwy 8YY 1wn pas% MDY Ham

nut begins to develop. In this case, Aharon’s staff bore flowers and

Jalmonds at the same moment. What was the unique significancei} - ] - ! 5 :

7of this sign, and why was it chosen to answer the challenge agains

5 Aharon’s priesthood?
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Imagine that you had a GPS that malfunctioned consistently. It
told you to get off at Exit 15 instead of 16; it told you to bear right
instead of left, north instead of south. You would be furious and you
also wouldn’t take your GPS too seriously the next time it gave you
directions. Whenever you wouldn’t know the way, you would either
ask those people who knew what they were talking about, or you'd

~get a new GPS! Similarly, when we come to the realization — and this
{is very hard to do — that our attitudes and standards are very likely
influenced by what we see in the street (or read in the newspapers
or hear from the media), it will hit us that our moral compasses are
~J probably flawed and that we should start to take our own opinions
with some healthy doses of skepticism. At the same time, we should
more acutely feel the need to consult with chachamim whose lives

have been shaped solely by Torah ideals.
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that it denotes only the first sprouting. os*2 are the buds that push their
way out. Hence, there is no justification for saying that *¢ here denotes
an advanced stage of blossoming. However, the special quality of the al-
mond tree is that it blossoms even before it grows leaves. This quality is
apparent in almond trees even more than in apple trees (see Shabbos 88a)
or other seed-bearing fruit trees. It hardly shows any leaf formation before
it stands in all the glory of its blossoms.

Hence; in our opinion, p*2 y¥*1 means: “put forth leaves” [i.e., twigs
that bear leaves]. Aharon’s staff blossomed here like an almond branch,
giving expression to the ideas under consideration here. To elaborate:
~J Are not all branches of fruit trees similar to one another? They all
produce leaf, blossom, and fruit. The same earth bears them all. The rain
water that waters them comes to all of them from the same source. The
same wind blows through them all, and they all thrive in the rays of the
sun. -

Nevertheless, the almond tree stands out among all its comrades in
the field. And in what is its uniqueness? In n°pw, from which it gets its

{name; with zeal, keen devotion, and vigor, it performs its duty and}

thereby precedes all its brother trees. While they are still making up their
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minds, it has already completed its work, and it begins immediately with
the goal — namely, the blossom, which produces the fruit; the whole
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purpose of the blossom is to produce fruit. For the sake of the fruit it
[the almond tree] then produces its leaves, and toward this same goal i
prepares and directs all its sap.

J Now, is this not a perfect depictior

which the tribe of Levi merited to b
the Sanctuary?; For only the I
(Shemos 32:26) and g
herited by the elite of
Commentary, Shemos
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Let u_s_go yet deeper. There isan idea that evil is not created

in the world; however it is certainly made possible. Changing

that possibility into a reality is our choice. If we do not pervert

the world, it remains good.. 1f we deflect it from its natural state
o we bring evil into being. There is a mystical source which
Z’ indicates that the higher worlds are created straight and that

this _finite, physical world represents a “bending” of that
\sgaighmess. Once a “bend” has occurred, there is a danger.
When all is straight, no error can be made. When a bend
A manifests, error has not become inevitable but it has become
decidedly possible.
¥ A mashal (allegory) will make this clear. If a person walks
along a perfectly straight road he can niever lose sight of his point
of—origin — all that is required is to turn around and look back
;nd it will be clearly seen. But once the road forks, once the
traveller has turned onto a road which is at an angle to his
\@xevious path, he can no longer see home. When he looks back
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ihe sees only a lonely fork in a lonely road. It becomes possible

to forget where the origin is. And that is how the world is built.
The higher worlds are straight and the angelic inhabitants of
~J those worlds see reality plainly, undeniably, and of course are
not free to forget it. But we, inhabitants of the finite, see only
the finite as a point of origin. To see the spiritual one must be
able to see around corners! One has to be able to see into a
dimension which is essentially invisible from here. The very fact
of a finite-Creation intrinsically hides the spiritual. Of course that is
not bad — it provides the framework within which to exercise
free will; one can look at the world and choose to see its
incredible beauty, its plan-and-purpose, its glow. That is the
correct utilization of the smokescreen of the world — to
penetrate it. But one can just as easily see it as skin-deep, finite
only, filled with random accident, and that is bad. Good and bad

lie only in the choice of perception.
_ AL R

To straighten what is bent. That is our task. Not to be
leceived by a bend in the road. The name of the Jewish people
2w (Israel) spells bn v the straight one of Hashem! And the
other classical name by which we are called is 7> (Yeshurun)
which spells 1w straight to the “y” the letter which indicates the
fiftieth level, the level of transcendence. In fact, the word which

”m

Now letusreturntothemateh. The mysticalsourcewereferred
to earlier explains that the word muteh, a staff, is from the root
meaning fo bend noy, or to fend in a particular direction, ortostretch
out from the source (Noteh shamayim ve'yosed aretz — He extends
the Heavens and founds the earth). In fact, a staff is really a branch,

that which branches, bends, away from the

~ So_the mateh, somehow, stands at the junction between
heaven and earth. It is located at the point where the straight
bends. It is in fact an agent of Creation, poised to reveal the
straight bright line of Hashem’s presence in the world — it is

trunk. Thatiswhy the §

the immediate agent of miracles; when it appears, the world

e Y A

There were two aspects to Aharon’s role as Kohen Gadol. On

one hand, he made an outward display of “kavod u’tiferes — glory

yand splendor,”** by wearing glorious raiment made of gold, techei-

les and precious stones. The Ramban explains that these were the
types of clothing worn by kings at that time.

— On the other hand, more significantly, he offered korbanos to
atone for Bnei Yisrael, and disseminated Torah among them, as the
pEsuk states, ¥17BR W MM NYTIY? 1D Mo — “For the lips
of the Kohen should safeguard knowledge, and you should seek Torah
from his mouth.”**

Korach envied the glorious garments of the Priesthood, and
the honor that this entailed, but he did not realize that this was no
mere superficial display of prestige. Aharon merited the priestly
g&rments as a result of his constant effort to improve his character,
help other people, teach Torah, and serve Hashem in holiness an

I——

L

atoned for lashon hara; the tzitz atoned for brazefiness.?? Aharon
merited to wear these garments, since he strove tc nerfect himself
in these areas, and inspired others to do the same. L

Without the inner service of the heart, the outer display of
grandeur is shallow and worthless. Korach desired only the honor
of.the Priesthood, without the character improvement that this
demanded. Therefore, his bid was doomed to failure.

The flowers on Aharon’s staff represented the outer beauty,

_’honor, and splendor of the Priesthood and the Mishkan, while

the almonds represented the “fruit” of this beauty — the practical
benefit that gave substance and meaning to the outer display. R’
Yehudah HaLevi composed a poem, in which he said of Greek ;;hi-
losophy, “Do not be swayed by the wisdom of the Greeks, which
has only flowers, but no fruit.” In other words, it seems graceful
and beautiful from without, but it has no substance within.

. do symbolize Aharon’s singular greatness in both aspects of
Priesthood, and the perfect balance between his depth of character
and his outward display of grandeur, his staff blossomed with flow-
ersand almonds together, thus proving for all generations to com
that he had truly merited his position as Kohen Gadol.
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purity. When Aharon was first informed that his younger brother
Moshe would be the king and savior of Bnei Yisrael, his heart over-

flowed with joy.?” Moshe feared that Aharon might be jealous of
him, but Aharon had risen above these traits. Rashi tells us that in
greward for his selflessness, Aharon merited to wear the Choshen
(jeweled breastplate) on his heart. 5
A So too, each of the priestly garments atoned for a specific sin
or character flaw. The breeches atoned for indecency; the turban

atoned for arrogance; the belt atoned for impure thoughts; the robe
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rom the wording of the text, it is clear that on Aaron’s staff, the

_ blossoms also remained;_ otherwise, it would not have been

known that there were previously blossoms and small fruit. The

7\2' almud (Yoma 52b) also states that Aaron’s staff with its almonds and its

“blossoms were hidden with the Ark. Tosafos Yeshanim states that

usually when there are almonds, there are no longer any blossoms; in
¢ this case a miracle occurred, and the blossoms remained. What was the
‘necessity of such a miracle?
Perhaps Hashem intended to demonstrate that the blossoms of
Zsanctity~’do not disintegrate. The fruit of the mitzvah is the perform- 3

ance of the mitzvah itself, and the blossoms are the preparations lead-
ing up to it. From here we learn that even the blossoms remain for-
ever, for all the toil and the pain that a person has to_endure in order
to fulfill a mitzvah and learn Torah remain. Unlike material things,
~Jfor which a person is paid only for the fruit, i.e. only for the final re-
sult, ‘but not for the effort put into it, the preparation which goes into
the performance of a mitzuvah will forever endure. The blossoms are
the means by which the fruit can grow, and they symbolize the
preparation to ensure that the ultimate aim, the performance of the
mitzuah , is realized. The blossoms, these preparations for Torah study
and mitzvah observance, are never lost, and reward is paid for all of
them.
The same idea is expressed by the Rabbis (Berachos 17a): Fortun-
ate is he whose toil is in Torah. The reason for this is because the toil
r/v/tself is a matter of utmost importance. This is unlike the effort ex-
pended in worldly matters, where only the reward resulting from the
work is important, and man toils only because he would not receive
any reward if he would not work. People work to earn a livelihood
and accumulate wealth from hard work, but take no pleasure from
the work, because one would surely be happier to attain his goal
without that struggle. The toil in Torah and mitzvos, however, is

itself good fortune for a person. For this reason, the blossoms and

tho 1invine friit vomainod with tho rino almande an Aaran’e ataff for

they were all holy. This miracle transpired because Aaron merited

ihe Rehmannah by dint of his deeds, for in_all his toll and his work,

‘there was nothing superfluous or wasteful. The same holds true for all

who study the Torah. The actions they perform to enable them to
learn Torah and perform mitzvos are blossoms, and they too will endure

forever.
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Listen to the words of the Midrash. Hear the words of the
Midrash. People who are involved with Torah illuminate every
corner of the world. How do people involved with Torah dif-
fuse light throughout the world? What does that mean? And
why does the Midrash speak about people involved with Torah?
What does that phrase mean :people who are involved with
Torah? The Midrash doesn’t seem to be speaking about £zad-
dikim. It doesn’t seem to be speaking about ‘fg_lmiggé c/gacbamzm
No, it speaks about people who are osek 5’ Torah, people who are
involved with the Torah. What does that mean? Whom does
that phrasé identify?

You know, the greatest obstacle to our growth, to our being

exalted Jews, to our absorbing the great truth of tl is,

our lack of confidence in our ability to change, to move for-
ward, to better ourselves. We settle into the place where we find
oyrselves, We settle in for the long run, and there we remain.

We make our peace with our situation, byt it’s a dishonorable

peace, a cowardly peace.
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When the Midrash talks about people wﬂg;fi osek &’ Torah,
who are involved with the Torah, it is talking about people who
have not made a dishonorable peace, people who are involved

Eh‘lughe struggle to bring the truth of Torah into their lives, peo- 3
ple whose focus is on giving expression to their neshamab. The
Midrash is talking about people who are not afraid to é_dinit_

e to themselves that they are at the beginning of a long road,
people who want to learn, to understand, to make the gallant
effort. The Midrash is talking about people who are prepared to
struggle once and again and a thousand times. The Midrash is
talking about people who are filled with fiégqg that they may fail
out are nonetheless driven by some mysterious ,fof;e' that pﬁshes
them forward. N

There are people — formerly non-observant people and even
many observant people — who were so far away from the ideal
foward which the Torah directs us, and yet they changed,

~ ﬁgple by imperceptible little, until they became bigger, greater

Jews.
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When we do something, when we are creative, we create
a force of light that can illuminate the darkest corners of the
world and ignite a meshamak without our even knowing it. Yes,
the light of Torah can light many, many candles, millions of
them. With the light of Torah we can build the world.

You know, the Gemara says (Berachos 64a), ‘Al tikri bzzn/lyic}.)

but also Your builders.” This is not a mere play on  words. It
g Jon oulo
4#is an important truth, a crucial piece of information for those

all bullders, all creators. In our commitment to Torah, in our

striving to rise even a single micrometer in our insight into the
Torah, we create.

who want to succeed and grow as Jews and as people. We are

‘The things we do are not just passing motions that disap-
pears as soon as they are done. Not at all. Everything we do is
a reality. All our actions are realities, cither realities of darkness

( or realities of light. And we have the free will to make choices.
We can choose the light of Torah. We can choose mizzwvos. We
can choose to struggle, to build, to create, to carve out enclaves

@ of light. We are not just doers. We are creators. And what we

do matters.
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according to his blessing he blessed them”: “He gave each one
the blessing that it needed specifically. For instance, to Yehudah,
. concerning rulership, and to Yissachar, concerning Torah...”
These differences and unique qualities were not a reason for
estrangement or dissent among the Tribes, because they were
united in their common striving to achieve their common goal
— to accept upon themselves and cultivate the kingdom of
. Hashem Yisbarach. This common goal had a unifying force to
it. Their specific missions and individual tasks within the area of}
their common striving differed from one Tribe to the next only
inasmuch as they were their individual contributions towards
the attainment of their common goal. This is how DMmW MYy is
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individual part in a collective endeavor.

N When we reflect upon the issue of “Tm” concerning the
Tribes of Israel, each one of us must think of himself as “one” of
Kial Yisrael. Every person must sacrifice his egoistic strivings for
the sake of achieving the communal goal of Klal Yisrael — which
is Y MR Yy nYap, the eager acceptance to bear the yoke of
the Heavenly kingdom, while recognizing that his fellow mem-
bers of Klal Yisrael, who are different, are playing their uniqiie
role in the common goal. i
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